
 

December 2020​The​ ​Vadnais Voice 
 
Address - ​3645 Centerville Rd., Vadnais Heights, MN  55127 
Phone ​(651)653-2858     ​Fax ​(651) 653-2860 
Attendance​ (651) 653-2859 - 
attendancevadnais@isd624.org 
Emergency School Closing​ (651)407-7540 
Website - ​ ​www.whitebear.k12.mn.us​/Vadnaisheights 
Principal -  ​sara.svir@isd624.org 
 

  
Dear Vadnais Heights Families,  
 

I hope this finds you all well and enjoying the extra time at home. It’s been such a strange 
year as we continue to address the impacts from the pandemic. There have been so many 
changes yet we have one thing in common at this point in time - everyone is distance 
learning. I am so impressed by the amazing work our staff has put in place to teach and 
support each and every student. I also want to thank all of our parents for the extra 
support you’re providing your children to be successful with online learning: setting up structures, schedules and 
getting them logged in for learning at home. Everything works so much better when we work together. 
 

Please remember that we are required, as a public school, to take ​attendance​ every day. In order for your child to be 
marked “present” they need to attend daily Morning Meetings, participate in academic instruction and be engaged 
during small group learning sessions. If you have a conflict, please communicate with your child’s teacher through 
Seesaw, email or a phone call. If your child needs to be absent due to illness or for other family reasons, please call 
our school’s health office. This structure has been set up by the State of MN to support students’ academic growth and 
we are here to help in any way possible. 

 

Our district has set up some guidelines that will promote student success as they learn online: 
★ Learners should be located in ​a place suitable for learning​ ​(ie.not in bed, not in the bathroom, etc.), 
★ Learners should meet dress code guidelines when on a Google Meet -dress like you’re going to school, 
★ Learning space should be quiet - no music, television, or other media while students are on a Google 

Meet to foster a positive learning environment, 
★ Learners should ALWAYS mute their mic until they need to speak or when they are called upon, 
★ Learner’s chromebook camera should be on (​we want to see your smiling faces​) during Google 

Meets unless the teacher requests or approves the camera to be off, 
★ Students should be ​actively engaged in the lesson​...toys, pets, food/snacks and other distractions 

should not be present when learners are in a Google Meet, 
★ Learners should only use the Google Meet “Chat” feature for class discussions AND the “Background” 

feature should be OFF, 
★ Learners should always be respectful, responsible and follow all school rules as if they were in-person 

when on a Google Meet and 
★ Family members should not involve themselves in the class Google Meet. ​Eg. Family should not be on 

camera, give answers to your child, address the teacher during class google meet - ​Thank You! 
 

This is new learning for all of us yet we will get through this together. ​Have a safe & wonderful holiday season! 
 

Sara Svir  
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Hmong​: LUS CEEB TOOM! Yog koj xav tautsev kawm ntawv cov ntawv txhais ua lus Hmoob, thov hu rau Mas Lias Xyooj los 
yog Xw Xyooj. (651) 407-7623 
Spanish​: ATENCIÓN: Si usted necesita hablar con una persona que hable Español, por favor, llame al (651) 407-7625. 

Important Dates 

  
  

  

Vadnais Heights Elementary ​Holiday 
Canned Food & Toy Drive  

Sponsored by Students at VHES and the Vadnais Lions Club 
 

Please donate a ​non-perishable/canned food​ item and/or 
a new, unwrapped ​toy​ to school from  

November 30th- December 9th​. 
Drop toy and food donations to the office, Door A, 

Monday through Friday 8-3   
If you would rather make a monetary donation, families 

can do so by sending donation to: 
Vadnais Heights Lions Club, 655 E County Rd F Vadnais Heights, MN 55127 

 
All donations will help local families through the VH Food Shelf. 
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Month/Day Activity 
November 30th All students begin distance learning 

November 30th -  
December 9th 

Student Council Toy and Food Drive 
Please drop off food and toys Monday-Friday 

 at Door A from 8-3  
December 4th Materials pick up for grades K-2 

(if you were notified by your teacher) 
Door O - 9:30-12:30  
North end of school by the Learning commons 

December 23rd-January 1st NO SCHOOL -  
Winter Break 

January 21st PTO Meeting 6:30-8:00 PM  
* 



 
 
 
 
 

 

PTO Fundraiser - ​Virtual​ Pizza Party! 
We had 13 students who were the top sellers of the fall fundraiser and  

they were rewarded for their efforts with a pizza party with Mrs. Svir. They played  
games including, “Would You Rather…”, “Simon Says” and musical statues. They  

all received gift cards, from our PTO, to Domino's Pizza and there were  
plenty of giggles, wiggles and yummy pizza.  

The fundraiser was a huge success earning approximately $9000 to support initiatives in 
our school. A HUGE thank you to all of our families for supporting the fall fundraiser! 
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Thank you for being a part of our team at Vadnais! 
Here at Vadnais we are applauding our amazing music teacher, 
Sandy Smaker! She has outdone herself in finding ways to 
bring music to all of our students near and far. By creating a 
portable music teaching pod, she has demonstrated her 
resourcefulness, ingenuity, joy for teaching and love of frogs. 
Mrs. Smaker has been with our district for 13 years and has 
been teaching for 33. We want to thank Sandy for her 
dedication to sharing her love of music with her school family. 
She will be retiring this December. We will miss her and 
beautiful singing greatly! 

 

 

 

Also retiring in December is our head cook Deb Joyce!  Miss 
Deb has been making sure students have a healthy lunch for 21 
years! Dedicated to her job and an important member of our 
staff, we will miss her immensely when she retires on December 
3rd.  Thank you for all you have done for our school 
community! 

 
 
 

It is also time to say goodbye to long time Paraeducator 
Dawn Boyd. Dawn has worked with individual students for 
the last 13 years here at Vadnais.  She is also retiring in 
December.  We will miss her calm and kind way of 
interacting with students and having her as a valued 
member of our staff.  Thank you for your positive impact 
on students! 
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Thank you to the Vadnais Fire Department for 
providing funds to purchase items for the all school 
math bags! 
 

DICE 
 

 
Playing Cards 

 
 

Colored Pencils 
 
 
 

 
 

RULERS 
 

 
Markers 

 
 

GAMES 
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Students Learning through Engineering! 
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Family Resources 
Below you will find resources that are available to help your family during this time of 
change and stress. 
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Additional resources: 

 
 

ATTENDANCE OFFICE Information 
(651) 653-2859   attendance.vadnais@isd624.org 
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http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/239579.Charles_Dickens


 
 
 
 
 

 

The Closet 
 

The White Bear Lake Education 
Foundation supports WBL  

Schools in many ways.  
One way is through ​The Closet​ -  

our very own thrift store set up  
to meet the needs of families  

whose children attend  
White Bear Lake Schools.  

   If families would like to visit ​The Closet,  
please contact your child’s principal  

(Sara Svir at Vadnais Heights Elementary - 
sara.svir@isd624.org​ or ​(651) 653-2693​)  
and your family will schedule a time  

to go shopping and receive free clothes,  
shoes and coats for your entire family! 

 
Schedule your appointment today - 
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Please remember there 
is no school... 
Wednesday, December 

23rd through  
Friday, January 1st 

 
 

Happy Holidays! 
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